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OFF THE ROTARY WHEEL

Rotary Club of Alt adena

November 09
Sterling Louviere

 November 16
Tom McCur ry
November 23

Dennis Mehringer

AN AWARD-WINNING NEWSLETTER

Chip Ossman,
The Rotary Club of
Pasadena Sunrise
The Rotary
Foundation’ s
Ambassadorial
Scholarship Pr ogram
Program Host:
Mike Zoeller
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November is Rotary Foundation
Month and a time to learn about
many of the programs offered by

The Rotary Foundation. This week we’ll
hear from Chip Ossman whose informa-
tion is to the left. He will be talking about
the Ambassadorial Scholarship Program,
something I’ve written about earlier this
year. If she can escape from mid-term
exams for a moment, our candidate Riley
Steiner might be joining us as well. By the
way, Riley was recently awarded an op-
portunity to study abroad for fourteen
weeks in Durban, South Africa starting
this February. Our last meeting this month
we will be visited by Linda Logan to learn
more about the Youth Exchange Program.
You may recall that Craig Cox’s daughter
went on a short-term Youth Exchange this
past summer.

To make these and other excellent pro-
grams happen requires all of us Rotarians
to commit to donating each year to The
Rotary Foundation. Every Rotarian, Ev-
ery Year is the motto, and I ask that each

of you give generously but if at all pos-
sible no less than $120 per year. That’s $10
per month that can go toward safe drink-
ing water, polio vaccines, repairing cleft
palates, disaster relief, and much more.
Just make your contributions to Altadena
Rotary Charities and specify that your gift
go to TRF. Or better yet, ask Boyd to bill
you monthly, and the club will transfer
the funds to ARC. Helping others across
the world is that simple. You can also
make a donation directly from our
website: www.altadenarotary.com by
going to the Download Forms page —
theright horizontal button on the home
page.

 We continue our Rotary Founda-
tion Month  speakers program with
Chip Ossman of the Pasadena Sun-
rise Rotary Club. Ossman holds a Bach-
elor of Mechanical Engineering and a
Master of Science in Construction
Management from Georgia Tech and
recently earned the Master of Dispute
Resolution Degree at Pepperdine Uni-
versity. 

He climbed the construction
industry’s management ladder and is
now President of Ossman Project
Management and an independent
consultant providing construction
management advice and dispute reso-
lution support to the various entities
involved in construction projects.  If
there is a disagreement about a
project’s duration or cost, Ossman
could well be involved.

Please turn to This Week p.3
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Sparks is published weekly and is the offi-
cial publication of the Rotary Club of Alta-
dena. The deadline for submission of articles
is Friday at 6p to current editor email, fax, or
deliver y.
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November Pr ograms
Program Chair, Mike Zoeller

Nov 09 - Chip Ossman - The Rotar y
Foundation’s Ambassadorial Scholarship
Program

Nov 16 - Special program honoring Luther
Eskajian (not firm yet) - Guest Program
Host, Carlton Gustafson

Nov 23 - Dark - Happy Thanksgiving
Nov 30 - Linda Logan - Rotary Youth Ex-

change - Guest Program Host, Craig Cox

December Programs
Program Chair, Susan Applegate
Dec 07 - Evening meeting - Christmas Party
Dec 14 - To be Announced
Dec 21 - To be Announced
Dec 28 - To be Announced

January Pr ograms
Program Chair, Charles Tyner

Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

11/01 - Luther Eskijian
11/06 - David Steinbacher
11/08 - Sterling Louviere

11/13 - Ed Jasnow
11/26 -  C. Ray Carlson

Anniversaries
11/01 - Jacque Foreman & Bruce Conroy

11/07 - Hal & Barbara Yorke
11/09 - Art & Betty Ferris

11/24 - Carlton & Julie Gustafson
11/25 - Luther & Anne Eskijian

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary or the
date is wrong,  please let us know.

Please turn to Program, p.3

Sherry Simpson-Dean showed us the
almost mystical role music played
in the gaining of freedom from

apartheid in South Africa. Currently the
Executive Director of the Pasadena Foot-
hills Chapter of the United Nations Asso-
ciation, Simpson-Dean recounted her
work in pr oducing a documentary on
South Africa entitled AMANDLA! The word
means power” n Zulu, and the appropri-
ate response when it is spoken at the be-
ginning or end of a meeting is AWETU!,
which means to the people.

Several years ago, she was asked to
look into the possibility of developing a
documentary on the music of South Af-
rica, particularly the role it played in the
fall of apartheid. Being somewhat skepti-
cal, she asked several South Africans liv-
ing in the LA area about this, and they all
agreed that the music was an integral part
of the entire history of gaining freedom.

Encouraged by these responses, she
received a grant from the National Geo-
graphic Society and traveled to South Af-
rica to begin to document the role of mu-
sic in this historic struggle. While there,
she met a woman named Lindy Wazusu
who had been active in the struggle for
freedom. She told Simpson-Dean that
“Song is what keeps us alive.” The music
carried the message that freedom would
come. Under apartheid, the singing of
these songs was considered high treason,
yet they continued to be sung. Fittingly,
one of these songs became the national
anthem of the newly free country.

It took seven years and grants from
many foundations before the documen-
tary was completed. The reason it took
so long was that the film was a retrospec-
tive of the drive for freedom. One of the
specifics of the power of music occurred
relative to the mining industry. A man now

known
as one
of the
a c t i v -
ists in
t h e
q u e s t
f o r
f r e e -
d o m
w a s
simply
a quiet miner who didn’t want to be in-
volved. After he heard one of the young
miners singing a song and listened to the
words, he became involved in the
struggle against apartheid.

The mining industry has also been a
large factor in the creation of jobs. The
Lawnman mine company was in a town
known for its violence and crime, and the
company itself was barely breaking even.
A new CEO was brought in, and he came
to really listen. He went and lived in the
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barracks with the miners and made
changes based on their suggestions. Ev-
ery month, he holds an open forum with
the workers and listens to their sugges-
tions and makes changes. Subsequently,
crime has gone down significantly, and
the mine has doubled its productivity.

Simpson-Dean has been asked to pro-
duce another documentary on the
changes in the mining industry in South
Africa. The struggle for and gaining of free-
dom in South Africa is one of the great
stories of the 20th Century. A very sensi-
tive and caring woman is going to film
documentaries on the lesser known as-
pects of that story.

In 1970, the West Richmond Rotary Club
started an Interact club at Douglas S. Free-
man High School.  Ossman, coincidentally
(though perhaps not) a son of a West Rich-
mond Rotarian, was part of that Interact
Club.  He has since outgrown his I jacket.
After decades of avoidance and excuse
making, primarily in the form of “I don ’t
have time to meet weekly,” or “I can’t
sing,”

in 2003 he received a mass mailed, blind
invitation to join the Pasadena Sunrise
Club for breakfast.  Being a Sunrise Club
with meetings before the workday — one
of his two major excuses for not joining
Rotary was eradicated.  The singing is still
a problem, but, he notes (though off-key)
Pasadena Sunrise seems to be a good
home for the vocally-challenged.

Once having passed the strenuous
Rotary interview process, and then stay-
ing current with bill payment, the Club
observed Ossman to be a warm, breath-
ing body and therefore quite qualified to
serve as Secretary (the position was
empty).  He continues to serve his club in
that role.  In 2004, he was asked to join the
District’s Ambassadorial Scholarship com-
mittee, and is currently in the middle of
his three-year term.

In addition to the intensely laborious
role of Club Secretary, Ossman still man-
ages to find time to help the community
through volunteer service on three local
design/construction oversight commit-
tees.

He is usually better known as J.R.’s hus-
band, or the Dad of Acey and Carter.

At the order of the
Governor of California
to honor the fallen fire
fighters, George Lewis
and I set the Lake and
Altadena flag at half-
mast and replaced the

tattered one at the same time.
Long before Lewis was a member of

Rotary, he would always let me know
when it was time to set the flag at half-
mast or time to replace it. When we were
their this past week he noted that the Fire
Department had their flag at half-mast
but the Sheriff’s had not lowered theirs.
Shame on them.

He hasn’t given his craft talk yet, so
some of you probably don’t know that he
is a combat-experienced veteran of the
Army assigned to the Mountain Rangers.
The same division that is looking for Bin
Laden in Afghanistan. If you think about
it, we as Rotarians are less likely to find
new members my age or younger that
will have experienced combat let alone
have been in the military.

Given that the American flag has an
added meaning to veterans and that
Lewis’ business is on Lake Avenue, he is
the best member to be in charge of the
flags for our club.

Also this month I bought three flags for
the smaller poles we maintain. I gave two

to Altadena Town and Country and will
hold one in inventor y.

And last month I approved two thou-
sand four hundred dollars for the Pasa-
dena High School JROTC’s education sys-
tem.

Until next time.

 Our next great Altadena Rotary Club
fellowship function will be visiting the San
Antonio Winery in downtown LA, Satur-
day, November 11, 2006 for a tour of the
winery, a wine tasting, and dinner. The
tour and wine tasting are free when you
dine at the restaurant located at the win-
ery.

We have scheduled our tour for 4p. The
tour lasts around 20-30 minutes. Immedi-
ately following the tour we will enjoy a
wine tasting, also free, that could last

around an hour (depending on how rowdy
we get or want to get). Then we can en-
joy dinner on site. Meals at the restaurant
range from $7.50/$10.00 (soups salads,
sandwiches) to $12.00/$25.00 (hot chicken,
meat or fish entries with vegetables, salad,
bread and butter). Public transportation
to the winery, such as the Gold Line, is not
really very convenient. It would require
one or more bus transfers. For directions
go to: www.sanantoniowinery. com/
restfr.html

Alt adena Rotary’ s Next Fellowship Event:
The San Antonio Winery by Theo Clarke
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Last weekend at my 30th high school
reunion I was talking about the remodel
and mentioned we were beginning week
18. My classmates thought that was pretty
weird that I would know the week #. And
so the countdown continues...

Master bath stonework is near comple-
tion with only the stone floor remaining.
Over-the-top beautiful is about the best
way to describe the bathroom. We
cleared out the upstairs furniture, rugs,
computer and boxes so the hardwood
floor could go in. We crammed most ev-
erything into the living and dining r ooms,
but we put the two armoirs out on the
office balcony. We are installing select
white oak planks 3/4x2-1/4", and it looks
great with more than 3/4 of the upstairs
complete. This is my first time watching
hardwood floors being installed. It re-
quires just a saw, a special floor nailer, a
mallet and some heavy duty knee pads.
On Friday, a PODS was delivered in our
driveway so we have a place to store all
of the downstairs furniture and stuff. This
way the downstairs will be clear for new

floor installation next week.
We wanted the kitchen cabinets to be

a little distressed or antiqued but did not
pay close enough attention to the sample
given us (were more focused on the stain
color). As a result, they got beat up pretty
badly, and I was not happy with the re-
sult. But to Tony’s credit, his crew got busy
sanding, filling and more sanding; the re-
maining distressing was not so distress-
ing, and now they look pretty good. The
stain is on and a sealer coat. Next week
they’ll apply tthreecoats of satin finish
polyurethane.

The new livingroom windows finally
arrived and were installed. These two
windows really help bring in some natu-
ral light into an other wise dark room. The
lathe guys immediately finished the exte-
rior brown coat on that side of the house,
and we’ve selected a finish texture.

We’re moving out this weekend so I’m
guessing (hoping) we’ll be done in 6 to 8
eight weeks...let’s see, that would be
somewhere around weeks 24 and 26. But
who’s counting anyway? ^ Portable On Demand Storage (PODS) unit is

delivered to our driveway where our remaining
household items will be stored for the next 6 to 8
weeks.

We added windows on either side of new fireplace (notice the stuff in the
foreground that has to go into storage).

^Installation of upstairs hardwood floor begins

Staining the kitchen cabinets.

^

Villaby Mike Noll
Nostra
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I've recently been promoting putting
together a tennis group within the club,
much like the golf group hat goes out golf-
ing fairly often. It turns out that Art Ferris
and Luthar Eskijian were tennis enthusi-
asts years ago. Art sent me a photo of him
and Luther with tennis rackets in hand
taken 24 years ago. They look like a
couple of pros.

Anyone who would like to join me for
the purpose of forming a tennis group that
plays regularly let me know (626-798-
6886). I currently play tennis twice a week
with my violin teacher, and occasionally
with the JPL tennis club, but would love to
carve out time to play with Club mem-
bers.

Tennis An yone?
by Theo Clarke

We have been asked to reprint Vic
Petron’s  obituary as it appeared in the
Los Angeles Times.

PETRONE, Victor Guy Passed away
peacefully in his residency's health cen-
ter at Villa Gardens, Pasadena, on Octo-
ber 18, 2006.

Vic was born in New York on February
10, 1916 to Italian immigrants. He moved
to Shaker Heights, Ohio with his parents
and siblings, where in his senior year in
high school he was named Shaker Heights
Outstanding Young Man of the Year. He
enrolled in Brown University where he
was active in his fraternity Alpha Delta
Phi and many student groups, while also
lettering in tennis, basketball, and foot-
ball (team captain).

Upon graduation with a BA in econom-
ics he worked with his dad. However, like
so many of his peers during that time, he
enlisted in the U.S. Army, first joining the
Machine Gun Troop of the 2nd Cavalry
Regiment and then in 1942 the Army Air
Corps. as a 2nd Lieutenant. From a stu-
dent officer to pilot trainer, he became a
fighter pilot during World War II, flying P-
51's in the European theater. After return-

ing home, Vic went to visit his closest
friend, Chuck Doty, only to learn Chuck
had died from injuries sustained at The
Battle of the Bulge. Immediately, he made
sure Chuck's widow Jean and Vic's god-
son, Charles (the little "Trooper"), and new-
born David were comforted. This friend-
ship blossomed into love, he married Jean
and adopted both boys. Soon after, Vic
set sites on California, settling his family
at the base of the San Gabriel Mountains
in Altadena.

In 1949, Vic became a manufacturer's
representative in the toy industry. He had
a passion for selling. He loved children
and he knew the benefits toys could make
in the life of a child. He helped establish
the Western States Toy & Hobby Repre-
sentatives Association in 1976 and was its
founding president and later chairman.
His active toy career lasted 38 years, but
he maintained an interest always, espe-
cially after his son Jim joined him in 1974.
Victor G. Petrone & Son remains active
to this day.

Retirement from the toy business in
1987 then allowed Vic to dedicate more
of his time to other causes. He tutored at

Burbank Elementary School and served
as an elder at Westminster Presbyterian
Church. Organizations in which he par-
ticipated included: The Patron Saints Foun-
dation, Pasadena; The United Way, San
Gabriel Valley Region; The Scripps Home,
Pasadena; USC's Andrus Gerontology
Center; Rotary International, Altadena
Club; and The Wellness Community-Foot-
hills. In each of these, Vic took leadership
roles as committee head, president, and/
or board chairman. This included his
membership at Annandale Country Club
in Pasadena. Golf became his sport of
choice and another passion. He enjoyed
its competition and camaraderie.

These accomplishments never over-
shadowed his humility. Vic Petrone stood
for everything good in life. He was de-
voted to his family and friends and was
fully engaged in his business and his com-
munity. He was a man of the highest in-
tegrity and principles, always positive,
even after suffering a serious stroke on
December 30, 1999. He loved to connect
with people of all generations, always
curious to learn more about others. Those
who knew Vic, never stopped learning
from him. He was a giant of a man.

Vic leaves behind his beloved wife Jean
of 59 years, his sons David and Jim, his
daughter Tori Hutchins, his granddaugh-
ters Heather, Keli, Lindsay, Carly, and Amy,
as well as his sister Mary Louise. His son
Trooper passed away in 1990.

A memorial service is scheduled at
11:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 18, 2006
at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757
North Lake Avenue, Pasadena, Califor-
nia 91104 (www.westminsterpasadena.org).

A reception will follow in Morrison Hall
on the church grounds. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contribution considerations in-
clude The Wellness Community-Foothills
(www.thewellnesscommunity.org),
Alzheimer's Association (www.alz.org),
and Rotary International-Altadena Club
(www.rotary.org). — Published in the Los
Angeles Times on 11/3/2006.

Vic Petrone - Obitu ary
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Several years ago, the Adopt-a-School
Program of the Pasadena Unified School
District (PUSD) was one of the most ac-
tive and vibrant programs of its kind in
the State of California. Among the active
adopters was the Rotary Club of Alta-
dena, which at that time, had adopted two
schools, Burbank Elementary and Wash-
ington Middle School. When the director
of that program retired, it began to fall
into decline, and there were less and less
adopters. When the new PUSD Superin-
tendent, Percy Clark, came on board, he
spoke to the Rotary Club of Altadena and
challenged them to step up and help im-
prove education in the district. He was
asked about the Adopt-a-School program,
and responded that he would welcome
any help from Rotary to help restore the
program to its former glory.

Two Rotarians who were already ac-
tive in the club’s participation with the
schools, Mike Zoeller and Ed Jasnow. Both
came up with the perfect person to raise
the level of the Adopt-a-School program:

years. This year’s event
was held on October 28 at
the Paseo Colorado in
downtown Pasadena. Em-
ceed by Jasnow, the event
featured speakers Percy
Clark, PUSD Superintendent, Bill Bogaard,
Mayor of Pasadena, and Antonio Manning,
First Vice President of Washington Mutual.
Students from all 33 schools in the PUSD
marched across the plaza carrying ban-
ners thanking the businesses and commu-
nity organizations who have adopted
them. This event always results in the re-
cruitment of additional adopters, which is
a great step forward in the program, as
well as the partnership between the
schools and
the commu-
nity.

The Rotary Coalition supports A dopt-A -School with the
Parade of Banner s

Ed Soza, a retired textile salesman. He had
the soft sell personality to encourage new
adopters. After some persuasion, Soza
agreed and was given an office in PUSD
headquarters in the Partners in Education
(PIE) group. He quickly became a fixture
in the office, and soon had adopters ga-
lore.

In the meantime, an effort was being
made to form a coalition of the four Ro-
tary clubs within the PUSD area to assist
the PUSD in its mission to properly edu-
cate the children of the community. The
four clubs are Altadena, Pasadena, Pasa-
dena Sunrise, and Sierra Madre. The Ro-
tary/PUSD Coalition was formed, and
Jasnow assumed the chairmanship.

One of the features of Adopt-a-School
when it was very active was the Parade
of Banners, which was an opportunity for
the individual schools to thank their adopt-
ers. This was one of the first events brought
back by the Coalition, along with PIE and
the Pasadena Educational Foundation
(PEF), and has been held for the last three

Alt adena Rotary puts on Another Old-F ashioned Da ys Parade
Fourteen years ago (1992), the Rotary

Club of Altadena was asked by the Cham-
ber of Commerce to assist in putting on its
annual Old-Fashioned Days Parade. The
extent of the Rotary participation was the
provision of parade monitors to be sta-
tioned at intersections along the parade
route to make sure that the parade kept
moving. Attending the initial meeting
were Altadena Rotarians Mike Zoeller and
Ed Jasnow. Little by little over the years,
the role of Rotary grew until five years
ago (2001), the club took over the parade
in its entirety. Zoeller and Jasnow have
been involved every year since Rotary’s
involvement began.

This year, the parade was held on Oc-
tober 28, and Zoeller and Jasnow launched
43 entries down Mariposa Avenue toward
Lake Avenue. This was the culmination of

many meetings, the
development of the
application form,
processing of appli-
cations, hanging of
the banner over
Lake Avenue, chalk-
ing the streets, and
registering the en-
tries. This is Rotary’s
highest profile
event in the com-
munity, and lets ev-
eryone know what we’re about. ^Check-in area at OFD Parade. Front left is

participant checking in talking to Parade Coor-
dinator Mike Zoeller. Waiting to go to their as-
signments (l to r) Tony Hill, Don Robinson, Don
Applegate, Tom McCurry, Patty Fallahee and
Sue Applegate.

<While ever yone else works, President Mike
Noll rides in the parade with his family.

>
Banner of one

of Altadena
Rotar y’s
Adopted
Schools


