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November 16, 2006

OFF THE ROTARY WHEEL

Rotary Club of Alt adena

 November 16
Tom McCur ry
November 23

Dark - Happy Thanksgiving
November 30

Dennis Mehringer

AN AWARD-WINNING NEWSLETTER

Special Program
honoring Luther Eskijian
Guest Program Host:
Carlton Gustafson

FlFlFlFlFlaaaaags honor Vgs honor Vgs honor Vgs honor Vgs honor Vetsetsetsetsets
by President Mike Noll

MAKING$ence!/

GreetersGreeters

Saturday, November 11 was Veteran’s
Day, and in honor of those who have
served in the armed services, Alta-

dena Rotary posted flags along Lake Ave.
This is not only a patriotic gesture but also
a duty that we accepted in receiving the
endowment from the American Legion.
Usually Boy Scout Troop 4 assists us, but
this time we managed just fine.

There amongst us was David Smith
and his daughter Kirsten, David
Steinbacher, Jacque Foreman, Carlton
Gustafson and myself. There was even a
George Lewis sighting as we passed by
The Coffee Gallery. We really did have an
enjoyable time and we received a num-
ber of honks as cars passed by.

In the evening taking down the flags,
David Steinbacher had his truck, and
David Smith and George Lewis were in
Smith’s truck. Jacque Foreman was there
to help carry the flags back into storage.

David Steinbacher will work with Troop
4 to ensure more flags are attached to
poles, that the holes are cleared out in the

cement, and that
we give the boys
an opportunity to
join us in posting
the flags.

Many thanks
to those who
helped set up and
take down the
flags and also a
big thanks to Sue
Applegate and Craig Cox who showed up
on our false start Friday (no keys to the
flag room). Our next flag waving day is
Memorial Day followed by July 4, with Flag
Day being our option.

Luther Eskijian
— a member with
56 years of ser-
vice — will be
honored at this
week’s meeting.
Several club

members will tell of club experiences
and activities during Eskijian’s presi-
dency.

He joined the club July 1950, and
maintained perfect attendance until
recently. He served as presi-
dent1979-80. A highlight of the meet-
ing will be the
presentation of
the Joseph B.
McMullin Award.

Spouses of
club members
are invited to at-
tend this event.
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Sparks is published weekly and is the offi-
cial publication of the Rotary Club of Alta-
dena. The deadline for submission of articles
is Friday at 6p to current editor email, fax, or
deliver y.
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November Pr ograms
Program Chair, Mike Zoeller

Nov 09 - Chip Ossman - The Rotar y
Foundation’s Ambassadorial Scholarship
Program

Nov 16 - Special program honoring Luther
Eskajian (not firm yet) - Guest Program
Host, Carlton Gustafson

Nov 23 - Dark - Happy Thanksgiving
Nov 30 - Linda Logan - Rotary Youth Ex-

change - Guest Program Host, Craig Cox

December Programs
Program Chair, Susan Applegate
Dec 07 - Evening meeting - Christmas Party
Dec 14 - To be Announced
Dec 21 - To be Announced
Dec 28 - To be Announced

January Pr ograms
Program Chair, Charles Tyner

Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

11/01 - Luther Eskijian
11/06 - David Steinbacher
11/08 - Sterling Louviere

11/13 - Ed Jasnow
11/26 -  C. Ray Carlson

Anniversaries
11/01 - Jacque Foreman & Bruce Conroy

11/07 - Hal & Barbara Yorke
11/09 - Art & Betty Ferris

11/24 - Carlton & Julie Gustafson
11/25 - Luther & Anne Eskijian

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary or the
date is wrong,  please let us know.

One of Rotary International’s truly
outstanding programs is the Am
bassadorial Scholarship Pro-

gram. Since 1947, nearly 37,000 men and
women from 100 countries have studied
abroad under the program. Today, it is
the world’s largest privately funded in-
ternational scholarship program. The pur-
pose of the Ambassadorial Scholarship
program is to further international under-
standing and friendly relations among
people of different countries. Chip
Ossman, a member of Pasadena Sunrise
Rotary, and a member of the District 5300
Scholarship committee, spoke to the club
about this vital program.

Each year District 5300 selects three
(3) individuals to participate in the Pro-
gram. The applicants are usually a junior
in college at the time of their application.
The successful applicant is selected by the
committee in the spring of the year prior

to their year abroad. For example, the
successful applicant chosen in the spring
of 2007 will commence his/her year
abroad in the fall of 2008. Ideal candidates
are good students with excellent leader-
ship skills; committed to personal service,
demonstrated a personal commitment to
community service. He or she must know
the history, culture and politics of both his
own countr y and the study country.
Ossman indicated that the committee is
looking for students who wish to go to pri-
marily Third World countries to pursue
their study.

Their course of study ideally should be
one that has a direct impact on the hu-
manitarian needs of the world. In addi-
tion, the ideal student must intend to dedi-
cate a part or all of his/her personal or
professional life to the ideals of Rotary.
The student must be willing to meet with
and speak before various Rotary clubs in

their home
c o u n t r y
both before
and after
their schol-
arship year.
W h i l e
a b r o a d ,
s c h o l a r s
serve as
a m b a s s a -
dors of goodwill to the people of the host
countr y and give presentations about
their home countr y to Rotary clubs and
other groups.

Successful applicants are encouraged
to choose a field of study which will help
address the humanitarian needs of the
world community . Examples of areas of
study include: poverty and hunger, lit-
eracy and numeracy, children at risk,
population issues, international under-
standing and goodwill, health care aware-
ness and education.

Please turn to Program, p.3
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ialogue
irectors’ Rotary Task Force for Nativ e

Americ an Youth
by Hal Yorke, Director, International Service

Boyd Hudson

Ossman is speaking at various clubs
throughout the district to increase the
awareness of Rotarians about the Pro-
gram. The committee wants to increase
the number of applications which have
been running at about 10 to 12 per year.
Applicants can not be Rotarians or family
members of Rotarians. The amount of the
scholarship is not paltry, approximately
$26,000 per scholar.

The Ambassodorial Scholarship Pro-
gram is Rotary at its best. It is dedicated
to the proposition that the Ambassadorial
Scholars of today will be the community
and world leaders of tomorrow.

Program
Continued from p. 2

Native Americans
represent 1 percent of
the US population, yet
they are largely unseen
by the general popu-
lace, except for the Na-
tive-owned gaming ca-

sinos that have developed over the past
two decades. The success of many of
these casinos has instilled the idea that
Native Americans — in particular Native
youths — are now taken care of and are
enjoying the pursuit of happiness expected
of all Americans. Unfortunately, the vast
majority of Native Americans profit little
to nothing as a result of gaming. Most tribes
do not have casinos, and for those that
do, general wealth and prosperity for all
tribe members has not always resulted.

The poverty on some reservations is
unbelievable — in some locations remi-
niscent of the conditions in poor African
villages. All too many Native women have
to trek long distances for water, and their
homes may not have adequate heating
or plumbing. Their children often receive

an inferior education and are unable to
enter college. As a result, they suffer from
lack of self-esteem and from a scarcity of
success stories in their own or neighbor-
ing families: parents or older siblings who
have benefited from any education they
might have had.

 Poverty, poor education, unemploy-
ment, and crime often go hand in hand in
a vicious cycle. The Native population has
the highest unemployment rate in
America and, as a result, the highest vio-
lent crime rate. Native American youths
between the ages of 12 and 20 are 58 per-
cent more likely to become crime victims
than Whites and Blacks. Alcohol-related
deaths among Native Americans ages 15-
24 are 17 times higher than the national
average. The suicide rate for Native
American youth is three times the national
average.

 There are, however, a growing num-
ber of Native entrepreneurs who are suc-

ceeding outside of casinos. Ray Carlson
of the Altadena Rotary Club is convinced
that their numbers can be significantly
increased if attention is given to entre-
preneurship education of Native youth.

 Carlson is currently developing an ac-
tion plan to do exactly that. Based on suc-
cesses in Armenia, the Middle East and
Africa, he is first researching the demo-
graphics of youth, schools, colleges and
potential opportunities for launching en-
trepreneurship education. His goal is to
develop a strategy for how Rotarians
might help in implementing existing en-
trepreneurship plans to be found, for ex-
ample, in the Native Entrepreneurship
publication.

Carlson is particularly interested in
enabling budding Native entrepreneurs
to tap into sources of micro-finance. By
contributing their time in a focused man-
ner, Rotarians can provide both financial
and business savvy.

Flags down Lake Av. on Veterans’ Day
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Week 19
Villaby Mike Noll

Nostra

Sunday was a long ordeal of emp-
tying the house of its contents so on
Monday the floor people had a place
to deliver the rest of the hardwood
for the downstairs. By week’s end,
the entire downstairs had new floor-
ing.

The master bath floor was laid
with limestone as was the kitchen
floor. The built-in dressers and win-
dow seat were installed in the mas-
ter bedroom and a built-in hutch was
installed in the dining room. The
stairway received its skirts (the side
panels), and work was begun on the
treads and risers.

After completing the the kitchen
cabinet finish, the painters began on
the exterior window and door trim.
Finally, the top hood was placed on
the chimney.

In the meantime, we’re enjoying
living at Wendy’s mom’s house, away
from the noise and dust.

^ Built-in dressers and window seat are installed in master bedroom.

^Stair way skirts are installed prior to attaching treads and risers.^Built-in hutch goes in dining room.

The Inside begins to take Shape
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"Doctor Livingstone, I presume," was
the greeting made on November 10, 1871,
by New York Herald newspaper reporter
Henry Stanley as he met Dr. David
Livingstone on the banks of Lake
Tanganyika, which touches on Zambia at
the South end.

Dr. Livingstone, an internationally
known missionary in Africa, had not been
heard from in years, and the rumor spread
that he had died. Stanley, a skeptic, set
out to find him and write a story. And his
greeting became one of the most famous
expressions in the Engish language.

Livingstone was in Africa on his third

“Doctor Livingstone , I pr esume?”
by C. Ray Carlson

and final exploratory tour, the first start-
ing in Capetown in 1841 and until 1856 —
150 years ago. His primary desire was to
expose the slave trade and end it by cut-
ting it off at the source.

The strongest weapon, he believed,
was Christian commerical civilization
which would replace the slave economy
with a capitalist economy: buying and sell-
ing goods instead of people, and based on
Africans working for wages. (Most of
above from Discovering Livingstone by
Alvyn Austin).

Now these many years later, our Youth
IT project in Zambia is pursuing the objec-

tive of creating jobs in the regions where
Livingstone toiled and died in 1873 at age
60.

His larger-than-life legend, ignited by
Stanley, introduced Africa to the English-
speaking world. Dr. Livingstone's massive
bronze statue still points to the world's larg-
est waterfall, Victoria Falls (twice as high
as Niagara Falls). The adjacent Rotary
Club of Livingstone, Zambia is partnered
with Washington DC, Newport-Irvine, and
Altadena in a Matching Grant application
for expansion of Youth IT to that town,
thanks to Bob Selinger, one of our Citizens
Exchange partners.

A two-hour World Bank-orchestrated
video conference on November 7 brought
together 21 participants in Zambia, Wash-
ington DC, and Altadena for an exchange
of views on progress being made in the
Youth IT-Zambia program. In addition to
six Rotarians distributed among all three
locations, the conference included (in
Zambi)a the National coordinator, two
Citizens Exchange (CE) participants from
the US, and trainers and students in
classes there. In DC, participants included
two representatives of US Agency for In-
ternational Development (US-AID), the
US Department of State coordinator of
Altadena Rotary Charities' $130,000 grant
for Youth IT-Zambia, two World Bank staff,
and others from non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGO), as well as Tony
Bloome, international coordinator of
Youth IT. Ray Carlson participated by
SKYPE phone from Altadena but without
visual connection. A DVD will be made
available shortly.

 The trainers and students each gave
their impressions of progress and offered
suggestions on how the program might

be improved. The three CE participants
each offered their observations and sug-
gestions. The US AID participants were
especially delighted by the concept of
Youth IT and what they were hearing and
offered to involve Youth Business Inter-
national (YBI) another organization with
similar objectives and funding for
microfinance of the students' business
plans. US AID ought to be involved from
the start in the next round of Youth IT in
Zambia and elsewhere, one of their rep-
resentatives offered.

As the 200 students complete their In-
formation Technology, Entrepreneurship
Education and Healthcare studies, a total
of 200 class hours, they will begin writing
business plans and entering them into a
competition in January, the award cer-
emony of which will likely be transmitted
through another video conference more
widely than this first one. In February or
March, nine Zambian students and their
leader will come to the US for exposure
to experts in the fields of IT, healthcare
and business, and will be lodged in the
homes of Rotarians from sponsoring clubs

in D.C. and California (Simi Sunrise, New-
port-Ir vine, and Altadena).

 This was undoubtedly a major mile-
stone in the Africa program of Altadena
Rotary and Altadena Rotary Charities,
which began in February 2001 when Sam
Carlson, president of a World Bank entity,
World Links, responded to an enquiry in
November 8, 2000 by then club president
Ray Carlson (no relation) about possible
collaboration. This initial contact led to the
Uganda Youth IT project orchestrated by
Tony Bloome and involving Rotary Clubs
in Kampala, Altadena, and Edmonton.

 The more sophisticated Zambia pro-
gram in Lusaka and soon in Livingstone,
with IT plus Entrepreneurship plus
Healthcare, will be expanded to other
towns and then to other countries in Af-
rica, for which many more Rotary Clubs
will be recruited for participation. The des-
perate need in Africa for IT-qualified
healthcare employees and for those with
an entrepreneurial mindset to start new
healthcare service businesses, will make
this program a major force for good in
coming years,

World Bank Video Confer ence brings Youth IT -Zambi a
Particip ants together
by C. Ray Carlson
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Thank You Letter fr om the Pasadena Education al
Found ation

October 24, 2006

Mike Noll
Rotary Club of Altadena
P.O. Box 414
Altadena, CA 91107

Dear Mike,

On behalf of the Pasadena Educational Foundation, the Partners in
Education and the children and teachers we serve, thank you for
sponsoring the FIFTH annual Parade of Banners. The Parade of Banners
has become an important community event, as it is one of the few times
the public has an opportunity to see all the schools in one place working
concurrently to raise awareness for our public schools. We appreciate the
commitment of the Rotary Club of Altadena in sponsoring this
community event.

One of the Foundation’s goals is to enhance and expand the resources for
students of the PUSD. We do this more effectively with increasing
support from our business community. We hope to continue to get more
businesses to support our schools and attend this event and would
welcome your feedback. Please feel free to call me to get more
information about our schools or the foundation.

Thank you again.

s. Joan Fauvre

Joan Fauvre
Executive Director


