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October 12, 2006

OFF THE ROTARY WHEEL

Rotary Club of Alt adena

 October 12
Tony Hill

October 19
Ed Jasnow
October 26

Julius Johnson

AN AWARD-WINNING NEWSLETTER

Penny Spark
President & Founder
Southern California
Home Impr ovement
Referr al Service
Program Host:
Boyd Hudson

My FirMy FirMy FirMy FirMy Fir st 1st 1st 1st 1st 100 Da00 Da00 Da00 Da00 Da yyyyysssss
by President Mike Noll

MAKING$ence!/

GreetersGreeters

Howdy y’all from home of the Texas
Longhorns! Yessiree, we just ar
rived here to visit my son Stewart

who turned 21 last month. Stewart, a jun-
ior at UT-Austin, is a computer science
major. His current project is writing a pro-
gram to find a prime number that is 45,000
digits long, in just a few seconds! That’s
some computin’, I’d say.

Speaking of fast figurin’, I’d also say
that my first 100 days as your president
has gone by fast. So, this is a good oppor-
tunity to assess how things are going be-
fore another 100 days speed by.

In the area of membership develop-
ment we’ve lost two active members, but
we’ve added three: George, Dale and
Santosh. Thanks to John Diehl and Craig
Cox, we’re on a campaign to broaden our
diversity. I encourage all of us to take this
very seriously, and consider one person
whom you would like to invite to our club.
At 37 members, we just need some more
great people to help in all the things we
want to do.

Thanks to Hal Yorke, who, in spite of
changing careers at JPL, is leading the way
for us to participate in a water well project
in Africa and building a home in Mexico
this spring (by the way, volunteer sign ups
for this project will be taken very soon).

Ray Carlson continues to help oversee the
Youth IT/Entrepreneurship program in
Zambia where we currently are training
99 youth.

You have heard from Sue Applegate
at our meetings urging all of us to sign up
for flu vaccination days in Pasadena next
month in order to ready us to run our own
clinic in Altadena on December 9. Trust
me, this didn’t just happen. It has taken a
big commitment on the part of Sue,
Charles and Brian. If you haven’t done so
already, please make a point to say “Yes!”
to Sue and put your name to volunteer at
one or more of the clinics.

On the Foundation side, we have a
candidate for the Ambassadorial Schol-
arship, and we are assisting in two Zam-
bia matching grants, the water well
matching grant, and we have given to
the Humanitarian 3-H grant, $330,000
project in Africa.

Penny Spark, a member of Pasa-
dena Rotary, is the founder and Presi-
dent of Southern California Home Im-
provement Referral Service. She
started the service as a result of her
frustration with home improvement
contractors. Balancing work, mother-
hood, being a wife and a homemaker
left little time to get names of good
contractors and check their references
and credentials.

Contractors would make appoint-
ments but not always keep them.
Some contractors were not commit-
ted to work on a schedule or keep to a
budget. Penny learned there was a
need for a service to perform the time-
consuming background checks. The
service was founded upon the com-
mitment to save homeowners time and
screen for quality and integrity.

Penny will provide information on
how to select a contractor for your next
home remodeling project.
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Sparks is published weekly and is the offi-
cial publication of the Rotary Club of Alta-
dena. The deadline for submission of articles
is Friday at 6p to current editor email, fax, or
deliver y.
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October Pr ograms
Program Chair, Boyd Hudson
Oct 05 - Betsy Dew - Great Kids, Inc. - Early

Childhood nuturing to improve Out-
comes

Oct 12 - Interact Symposium attendees visit
club to provide feedback/report

Oct 19 - To be announced
Oct 26 - To be announced

November Pr ograms
Program Chair, Mike Zoeller
Nov 02 - To be announced
Nov 09 - To be announced
Nov 16 - To be announced
Nov 23 - Dark - Happy Thanksgiving
Nov 30 - To be announced

Congratulations
Birthdays
Birthdays

10/08 - Susan Cox
10/08 - Steve Saunders

10/24 - Jim Gorton

Anniversaries
10/01 - Freddy & Margarita Figueroa

David P. & Elsa Smith
Jeanette & Alex Balian

If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary or the
date is wrong,  please let us know.

According to Betsy Dew, Executive
Director of Great Kids, Inc., 1500
children under the age of three are

killed by their parents in the United States
each year. This is equivalent to the num-
ber of children in 75 kindergarten class-
rooms — a number large enough that our
society may want to look at a better way
to nurture parents and their young chil-
dren during the child’s first 5 years of life.

Great Kids, Inc (GKI). promotes a pro-
active approach to educate and support
at risk families so that abuse is prevented
before it happens. This is accomplished
by facilitating communties in developing
programs to identify appropriate families,
providing training resources, developing
educators, and assisting in fundraising.
According to the organization’s website
< www.greatkidsinc.org> GKI’s method
is being used in more than 600 communi-
ties in 40 states and the District of Colum-

bia as well as in over 100 communities in 7
Canadian provinces and 10 communities
in 6 Philippines provinces.

According to Dew, over 906,000 children
are affected annually by abuse in the
United States with a cost of over 96 billion

Craig Cox

dollars (direct and indirect costs). Her be-
lieve is that, by implementing the GKI
method nationwide, 90 percent of these
cases could be prevented, and the cost
would be about 4 billion dollars. Below is
information from their website.

Since 1975 the directors and staff [of
GKI] have been involved in Healthy
Start/Healthy Families and were the
partnering architects of both Hawaii’s
Healthy Start and the original Healthy
Families America approach to working
with families. Our innovative and prac-
tical strategies are founded on more
than two decades of experience in the
work, based on best practice, and sup-
ported by research.

Vision
All children will receive the nurtur-

ing care essential to their becoming
compassionate and contributing mem-
bers of their communities.

Mission
To promote the best possible out-

comes for children and their families in
the United States and abroad by sup-
porting the development of exceptional
home-based, early childhood and other
supportive programs for families.

Who are
Great Kids, Inc. Trainers?

We work with a diverse team of over
30 highly skilled and experienced indi-
viduals to provide core and advanced
training to local communities. All Great
Kids, Inc. trainers have extensive expe-
rience as home visitors, parent visitors
(family assessment workers), supervi-
sors and/or program managers in the
home visiting field, and superb skills in
public speaking and enhancing adult
learning.
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irectors’ Wh y ar e We doing all These Ev ents?

by Regina Bette, Director, Vocational Service

This article will be a
little different for me. I
know that I have been
the Vocational Director
for only a short time,
but I have come to
question why we are

involved in the vocational events that we
are? Are we truly serving the clubs inter-

ests, or are we merely doing what was of
interest at one time but is no longer the
focus of the club? I ask these questions
because of the shear volume of youth
events, contests, and awards in compari-
son to the amount of involvement in these
events at the club level.

I know we all enjoy hearing from the
Interact and RYLA High Schoolers when

they present at our club. I also know that
we enjoy the competitions, but are we
really ready to give of our time to make
these challenges and events truly mean-
ingful to the youth who participate? I only
have the past two years as reference, but
I can say that I have seen Tony Hill stand
before our club on numerous occasions
and ask for volunteers with little to no re-
sponse. I too have been guilty of not rais-
ing my hand. What Tony has done to keep
these programs alive is amazing! Almost
single handedly he has run TLC, RYLA,
and, with Hal’s help, Interact.

What I guess I am really asking all of
you is, “On what do you want vocational
service to spend time?” In what are you
willing to invest your time? Maybe we are
missing the focus of the club? Maybe we
should be doing fewer events, but doing
them as a team so we can really spark
interest at our club level and with the
youth. Please review the list of Vocational
Service events and see what is meaning-
ful to you. In the next few weeks, I would
like to take the time of a speaker to re-
view this as a club and get direction on
where you want this directorate to invest
time and money. Here is the list:
• Awards — all must be done as part of

our commitment to ????
Contests —
• Dan Stover Music Contest
• Four-Way Test Speech Contest
• Four-Way Test Essay Contest
• George Hensel Ethics Essay Contest
• Dewey Merrill Entrepreneurial Contest

— know this is a club favorite
Youth —
• Interact Symposium
• PHS Interact Club
• Rotar y Youth Leadership Awards

(RYLA)
• Teen Leadership Camp (TLC)
• Entrepreneurship Education (Marshall

HS)

Congratul ations to the R ussians
First all-Russian District Chartered

If you read this month’s Rotarian, you
know that on June 17 of this year the first
all-Russian Rotary district was chartered
at the Rotary in Russia conference in Mos-
cow.

In 1990, when the cold war was  in the
process of dissolving, Rotary International
chartered the first Russian Rotary club in
history. This year another milestone was
crossed. While several hundred Rotarians
from approximately 20 countries looked

on, the first all-Russian district was char-
tered.  The new District 2220 covers the 50
Russian clubs west of the Ural Mountains
(Moscow and St. Petersburg). The clubs
east of the Urals remain in District 5010
with clubs in Alaska and the Canadian
Yukon Territor y.

Your editor thinks: With Rotary in Rus-
sia, they may continue to see even more
changes. Rotary has a way of changing
people ... for the better.
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Entrepreneurship  education of
youth is increasingly perceived as
the way to stimulate innovation
and entrepreneurship that leads to
job creation everywhere. Junior
Achievement (JA) has been doing
this since 1919, and more than four
million kids are involved each
year. Recent statistics in Europe
show that 20 percent are oper-
ating their own businesses 10
years after receiving instruction
and minicompany experience.

What If?
What if Rotarians individually

and collectively would apply their
business savvy to teaching African
youth how to start and operate a
business, and then provide some
micro financing for startup capi-
tal? Isn’t it conceivable that many
new business ventures could be
formed that will create a lot of
jobs?

As You Know
Africa has enormous natural re-

sources that are currently being
shipped as commodities  to North
America, Europe and Asia. What if
those resources would be pro-
cessed in Africa into finished goods
that can be sold on world markets?
That valueadded would mean
many new jobs, especially for

women and AIDS orphans, and
more prosperity in Africa.

The Work has Begun
Youth IT, a program for doing

this, has been underway in Africa
for the past four years, sponsored
by Rotar y Clubs in the US and
Canada in collaboration with Ro-
tary Clubs in Uganda, Zimbabwe,
and Zambia. Currently, 200 stu-
dents in Zambia are learning about
1) Information Technology (com-

puters  and Internet )
2) Business principles and how to

write a business plan
3) Healthcare services for the HIV/

AIDS pandemic
The primary objective is to de-

velop entrepreneurs who will start
businesses that provide healthcare
services, but also to start other
businesses that will create jobs on
a large scale, eventually. The US
Department of State  has awarded
$130,000 to this unique program,
but Altadena Rotar y Charities  (D-
5300) must raise an additional
$90,000 in cash and in-kind ser-
vices. Most of this is being raised
through Matching Grants from the
Rotary Foundation. But $20,000 is
needed to provide start-up capital
to the best business plans prepared
by the youth and as judged by
Rotarians in Zambia.

You can Help
Would you or your club be will-

ing to adopt  one of these budding
youth entrepreneurs and donate
$500 – 1,000 or more to a capital
fund  and even offer advice (email
or phone) to that person if asked?
You will r eceive a photo of your
entrepreneur, along with the busi-
ness plan and periodic progress
reports and photos - even DVDs or
on-line videos that you can show
at club meetings - an exciting ex-
perience for all in your club as you
Lead the Way.

WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED
ROTARIANS & ROTARY CLUBS

For Information
contact C. Ray Carlson

Youth Entrepreneurship-District 5300
 Email: ray@rotapreneur.com
 Tel: 626-797-5462, Fax 309-418-8534
 Box 40400, Pasadena, CA 91114-7400

NAME ____________________________________

POSITION_________________________________

ROTARY CLUB_____________________________

DISTRICT_________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________

CITY _____________________________________

STATE/ZIP__________________________________

EMAIL ____________________________________

 PHONE____________________________________

FAX_______________________________________

TO ADOPT BUDDING YOUTH
ENTREPRENEURS

IN AFRICA
Why not try this new way of helping Africans fiind a better way of life

and taking care of many of their communities’ needs?


